1. Why are you running for Council, and what do you hope to contribute?
Halton Hills has been home for most of my life. I grew up here, raised my family here, and I've spent years advocating and volunteering on issues that matter to our community - from youth mental health and food insecurity to housing, transportation and supporting seniors.
I've always believed that a thriving community doesn't just happen. People have to be willing to show up, get involved and help make it better. That's what I've tried to do, whether I've had an elected title or not.
I ran in 2018, and 'm running again because Halton Hills is entering an important period of change, and I want to help ensure that as we grow, we don't lose sight of the people, businesses and community that are already here. I want Halton Hills to be a place where families want to stay, businesses want to invest, young people see a future, and seniors can continue to call home.
That's my Why. I've been invested in this community for a long time  and I'm ready to serve it in a bigger way.
2. Growth and Community
How would you balance the need for new housing and investment with concerns about traffic, infrastructure and maintaining the character of our community?
I think we need to change the conversation from simply “How much are we growing?” to “Are we actually ready for the growth we're approving?”
New homes don't arrive by themselves. They bring more vehicles, more demand on roads, parks and recreation, emergency services and other community infrastructure. Growth also creates opportunities for new businesses, services and amenities - but we need to plan for those alongside residential development.
Areas such as Georgetown South and the revitalization of Guelph Street project are good examples. As these areas evolve, I want to see thoughtful planning that gives residents more options to shop, dine and access services locally, while attracting new investment into our community.
Growth should come with a plan - not only for where we build, but for the roads, infrastructure, businesses and services that make a community work.
3. Supporting Local Businesses
What would you do to make it easier for local businesses to grow, expand and invest here?
I'd start by asking local businesses a very simple question: Where is the Town making it unnecessarily difficult for you to do business?
Then I'd measure it. How long does an approval take? Where does an application get stuck? How many departments does a business have to navigate? Which requirements still make sense - and which ones need another look?
I've heard directly from business owners about zoning, approvals and the cost of delays. For a small business, three months of delay isn't an administrative inconvenience. It can affect whether that business opens at all. Time is money.
I would advocate for a more entrepreneurial mindset approach - one that sees the Town as a partner in helping businesses succeed. The first question should be, “How can we help make this work?” while still protecting responsible planning, safety and the standards our community expects.
I'd like to see efficiencies between departments, measurable approval timelines and regular feedback from the businesses actually using the system. This is a continuous feedback loop needed to access and adapt to things getting easier to do business here.
I also see significant opportunity as Guelph Street continues to develop and Georgetown South continues to grow. I'd like to see a greater variety of businesses, restaurants, services and amenities in these areas so residents have more choices closer to home and businesses see Halton Hills as a place worth investing in.
The easier we make it for businesses to get up and running, the sooner they can create jobs, serve residents and contribute to our local economy and commercial tax base. Red tape isn't reduced by saying we're business-friendly. It's reduced by finding the friction and fixing it. That's a win for businesses, residents and Halton Hills.
4. Taxes and Services
How would you approach property taxes and Town spending while maintaining the services and infrastructure the community expects?
I don't think the answer is simply “cut spending,” and I don't think the answer is automatically raising taxes either. The job is making better choices.
For every significant investment, I would ask: Should we be doing this? What outcome are we trying to achieve? What does it cost? Is there a better way to deliver it? What are we giving up by funding it? What is the risk or future cost if we do nothing? And ultimately, can we afford it?
That last part matters. Sometimes doing nothing is actually the more expensive decision - particularly with roads, facilities and infrastructure.
I also want Council looking beyond the property-tax base. Changes to how and when development charges are collected are a good example of why municipalities need to understand their future cash-flow and infrastructure obligations. I would be looking for opportunities to work with the Province and other partners to bring additional infrastructure funding into Halton Hills and offset pressures that might otherwise land on taxpayers.
That's how I've managed large infrastructure projects professionally: understand the problem, understand the risk, know your options and make the best use of the resources available.
5. Priorities
What is the one thing you most want to accomplish during the next term of Council?
Four years from now, I want residents to actually see and feel that we've moved the community forward. For me, there are a few very tangible things I'd like to accomplish.
First, better recreational services and amenities for our residents. We're a growing community and our facilities need to keep pace. I'd like to see the two domes move forward at Gellert Park and continue investment in recreational amenities that better reflect the size of the community we're becoming.
Second, I want to simplify the experience of doing business in Halton Hills. I want businesses and entrepreneurs to look at our Town and say, “That's a community where I want to invest.” And once they make that decision, we should be helping them get up and running as smoothly, and quickly as possible. Time is money, especially for a small business.
Third, for Ward 4 specifically, I'd like to see much more vibrancy. This is another gateway into Georgetown and I think there's a real opportunity to create more of a destination and neighbourhood hub. I'd like us to explore a BIA, or an extension of an existing BIA, or another model that helps attract more businesses, cafés, restaurants and places where people can meet and spend time in their own neighbourhood.
At the end of four years, I want people to be able to point to things that are better - better places to play, more places to gather, more businesses choosing Halton Hills and a more vibrant Ward 4. Basically see their tax dollars at work for them.
That's how I measure progress. Not by how many plans we produce, but by what actually gets done.

