

Ward Candidate Questions
1. Introduction
Why are you running for Council, and what do you hope to contribute to the next term?

I have two principal issues that top my list.  First, local taxes have increased 32% in the period 2023 to 2026 while inflation has increased by 15%.  We must do better.  I’m a CPA having articled with Price Waterhouse, and at the same time, I served 5 years as an Alderman and Budget Chief in the former Borough of East Yok, now amalgamated into the City of Toronto.  It’s a foundation that will serve me well to tackle untenable tax increases.  The second issue is specific to Ward 2 which is home to many heritage hamlets and villages where I am committed to preserving their historic nature.

2. Growth and community
Halton Hills will continue to grow over the coming years. How would you balance the need for new housing and investment with concerns about traffic, infrastructure and maintaining the character of our community?

The question presumes that we absolutely need new housing and investment.  It’s clear that the Province has its own goals and mandates that may come our way whether we want it or not. Nevertheless, I believe we as a Council must determine what we believe to be best for our Town and then work to sell our vision to those who have more levers they can pull.

3. Supporting local businesses
Small and mid-sized businesses are an important part of Halton Hills. What would you do as a Councillor to make it easier for local businesses to grow, expand and invest here?

I have a long history of supporting small to medium-size businesses beginning with my public accounting experience that focused on owner-managed and family-owned enterprises and continued throughout my career both as an advisor and leader. For 5 years, I was the Chair of the Toronto Angels and later the Maple Leaf Angels, both of them investor groups supporting early-stage entrepreneurs with capital investments and serving on their Boards of Directors.   I’ve also served as President/CEO with privately held companies most notably a 300-person Mississauga pharmaceutical company engaged in developing, manufacturing and selling over-the-counter and prescription drug products. I can capitalize on this experience to pave the way for business growth and be an active supporter and participant in the formal and informal processes that lead to investment, jobs and Town tax revenue.

4. Taxes and services
Residents and businesses are facing increasing costs. How would you approach property taxes and Town spending while maintaining the services and infrastructure the community expects?

The question presumes that the current services and infrastructure are being delivered efficiently and in a cost effective manner.  Having direct experience leading both small to medium-size organizations as well as large businesses, combined with my direct experience as Municipal Budget Chief, equips me with a unique perspective that doesn’t start with the assumption that all services are being delivered without waste and at reasonable cost. Preserving necessary services and infrastructure - at lower cost - are not mutually exclusive goals but it takes experience with process, operations and a willingness to dig into details to find solutions that get the job done for less money, deep experience that I will bring to the table.

5. Priorities
What is the one thing you most want to accomplish during the next term of Council?

Get taxes under control.  

