Introduction
Why are you running for Council, and what do you hope to contribute to the next term?

I am a lifelong Georgetown resident who wants the chance to stay in the place I grew up in. I am running to keep what makes our community a great place to live as we move into the future. As we grow, I will defend small-town living at its best by supporting community-building programming that helps keep neighbours in touch. I will fight to make life more affordable for you by attracting the right types of housing investment that allow those who grew up here to stay. I will fight to protect farmland from rapid sprawl that costs taxpayers. Lastly, I will bring back accessible, accountable, and effective leadership to Ward 4, by hosting Town Halls and popping up in parks to answer questions directly from you, justify the decisions I make on your behalf, and utilize my experience to not just be a community advocate, but a policymaker.

Growth and community
Halton Hills will continue to grow over the coming years. How would you balance the need for new housing and investment with concerns about traffic, infrastructure and maintaining the character of our community?

I believe there is one-solution to this question: the effective use of development charges. If we want to build the right types of housing, maintain our small-town charm, and get infrastructure/services before we develop, development charges, if used effectively, can do that. This is also one of the ways we can avoid a large property tax hike. The Town of Halton Hills already offers DC deferral programs for affordable developments and redevelopment of sites. Our community is in desperate need of tax-effective developments, affordable housing and the ‘missing middle.’ This program will subsidize the right kind of housing investment that our community needs right now, and it should be broadened and expanded in the future. Rapid sprawl costs taxpayers and businesses more. Developers should pay their fair share to help us build roads, maintain infrastructure, and expand fire services. 

The Premier Gateway is another good example. Much of the infrastructure needed to support large industrial is not there yet. The effective use of these charges will help Halton Region and the Town to build the infrastructure needed to accommodate.

Supporting local businesses
Small and mid-sized businesses are an important part of Halton Hills. What would you do as a Councillor to make it easier for local businesses to grow, expand and invest here?

With businesses facing increasing costs due to tariffs and economic strife, we need to focus on building a resilient local economy. The Community Improvement Plan (CIP) under Invest Halton Hills is a great example of how we can do just that. The CIP offers grants and charge reductions for affordable housing developments, ESAs, and building renovations. I will support common-sense programs like the Farm Deferral Program, that allows farmers to defer their tax payments until after the harvest when they have the economic means to do so. With rents getting higher, we need to look at how we zone and push for tax-effective mixed-use that can give affordable space for local businesses while also creating investment in housing. The Premier Gateway lands also present an opportunity for investment. I would be supportive of developments that offer strong local careers and long-term security.

Town Staff are overworked. I have been hearing from business owners about the cost of inefficiency at town hall, especially among permitting and construction. This is a common issue no matter where, so I will use AMO and other opportunities to learn from other municipalities and find cost-effective solutions. I will work with town staff and business owners to help bring trust back to our institutions by determining where our standards are lacking and what needs to change.

Taxes and services
Residents and businesses are facing increasing costs. How would you approach property taxes and Town spending while maintaining the services and infrastructure the community expects?

I am hoping that Council is given a larger role in budget consultation this next term. Council must ensure tax dollars are going to worthwhile investments in our community and justify them effectively so that residents see them at work. I will do what I can to find efficiencies in a budget review that do not affect essential services and projects, because you should not be paying more just to get less in return. I again reference the way we develop as key into where tax dollars are needed. We also must be expanding revenue streams and looking at ways we can grow the tax base. The Premier Gateway offers new investment opportunities to the town. We must look at ways town facilities can be better utilized and programming expanded to create that income.

Priorities
What is the one thing you most want to accomplish during the next term of Council?

I was given good advice by an outgoing councillor: think about the next 30 years rather than the next four. But, this next term will be pivotal in determining the direction of our community. By the end of my term, I want our local government to be more accessible, accountable, and effective. I want to bring trust back to our institutions, restore public confidence, and get more public consultation in the budget-making process. Council and the Town need to be better at communicating with its residents. That is why I have knocked on over 3,500 doors during this campaign, talking to thousands, who tell me they do not feel represented nor heard. That is also why I am pledging to host Town Halls and pop-up consults in our parks where I can meet directly with you, answer questions, and hear your concerns. By expanding plain-language communication and coming directly to you, I will know that when I make a decision on your behalf, it will be the right one.

