Ward Candidate Questions
1. Introduction
Why are you running for Council, and what do you hope to contribute to the next term?

A: I am running because I care about this community. I grew up here, have worked here, and am now raising my own family here. When something is happening in our Town, I want to understand why, what it will cost, and what it means for the people who live here. I would like to see more transparency in how decisions are made. Residents should know what has already been approved, what is being proposed, and what choices are still available. We should not have to spend hours searching through documents just to understand what is happening in our own neighbourhoods. I also want to see better value for our tax dollars. That does not automatically mean spending less on everything. It means understanding what we are paying for and whether it is delivering what was promised. I hope to contribute a willingness to listen, ask questions, learn from people who understand the issues, and explain decisions in a way residents can understand.
1. Growth and community
Halton Hills will continue to grow over the coming years. How would you balance the need for new housing and investment with concerns about traffic, infrastructure and maintaining the character of our community?
A: Growth is coming, and I think we need to be realistic about that. The question is how we manage it. I would like to see a broader range of housing. That includes smaller homes, bungalows, accessible housing and homes that people with mobility challenges can actually live in. Not everyone needs or can manage a house with multiple flights of stairs. There is also a bit of a chicken-and-egg situation. More homes bring more people and potentially more tax revenue, but they also bring more traffic and demand for roads, emergency services, recreation and other infrastructure. We need to understand what has already been approved, what infrastructure was planned to support it, and whether that infrastructure is keeping pace. I don't think preserving the character of Halton Hills means expecting the Town never to change. It means making thoughtful decisions about how it changes, protecting what matters to residents and ensuring that growth contributes to the community
1. Supporting local businesses
Small and mid-sized businesses are an important part of Halton Hills. What would you do as a Councillor to make it easier for local businesses to grow, expand and invest here?
A: I hear a lot about buying local and supporting local, and I would like to look at how the Town puts that into practice. For example, when the Town needs, computer services, maintenance or other work completed, I would like to understand whether qualified local businesses know about those opportunities and have a fair chance to compete. I would support reviewing how the Town advertises its purchasing opportunities and exploring ways to make that information easier for local businesses to access. I would also like to bring local businesses together to hear directly about the barriers they face, whether that involves finding suitable space, navigating municipal processes or understanding procurement requirements. I understand the Town has to follow purchasing rules and obtain value for taxpayers. I am not suggesting contracts should automatically go to a local company. But I do think we should make sure qualified businesses in Halton Hills have a fair opportunity to participate. If we encourage residents to support local businesses, it makes sense to examine how the Town can support their participation too.
1. Taxes and services
Residents and businesses are facing increasing costs. How would you approach property taxes and Town spending while maintaining the services and infrastructure the community expects?
A: Everything is getting more expensive, and I understand that another property-tax increase is difficult for residents and businesses. I would want to understand what is driving any proposed increase, what alternatives have been considered, and what residents are receiving for that money. I don't believe we should automatically approve spending simply because it has been proposed. But I also don't believe keeping taxes down today is necessarily responsible if it means postponing important repairs or creating larger expenses later. There is a difference between spending that is necessary to maintain infrastructure and emergency services, and spending that has not been adequately justified. Council needs to examine that difference. I would look for efficiencies, review available funding and ask what happens if a project is delayed or changed. Where appropriate, I would seek amendments before a final budget vote. My approach would be to understand the costs, ask the difficult questions and explain the decisions. Residents deserve to know not just what their taxes are, but what those taxes are paying for.
1. Priorities
What is the one thing you most want to accomplish during the next term of Council?

A: If I had to bring everything down to one priority, it would be making the Town more transparent and accountable to the people who live here. That means residents being able to understand where their tax dollars are going, what projects and services are being delivered, and whether Council is following through on commitments. It also means better communication. When a development, road project or major decision is coming, I would like residents to receive clear information early enough to understand it and participate, rather than feeling they are learning about it after the important decisions have already been made. Accessibility, community safety, local businesses and responsible growth all matter to me. But I see transparency as something that connects them. I want residents to be able to ask a question and receive a clear answer, even when that answer is not what they were hoping to hear. For me, accountability is about explaining what we are doing, why we are doing it, what it costs and what happens next.

